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Basic | nfor mation that you need to know and/or under stand:

0 This Guide has been prepared for students who intend going abroad to undertake full

degrees (such as Bachelors, Masters and Doctoral/PhDs). The procedure for

Canadian studentsin terms of loansisaslisted in this document.

0 TheAEC program (toll free 1-800-565-9553 or 1-954-680-0453) will assist you with
guestionsrelated to studying in Australia and New Zealand and provide any advice
we can on your student loan process. However, we ar e hopeful that the information
we provide herewill be sufficient for you to access your loan information and
application in Canada. Thereisno additional charge for the AEC administering
your application as AEC works as an outpost of partner universities, therefore, it is
the partner universitiesthat pay the AEC to providethisservice. You pay exactly
the same fees as you would normally have paid had you applied direct to the
university.

o If you would normally qualify for your Canadian loansthen you need to accessthis
information NOW —refer next page.

0 Asyou begin the process of applying for admission to an Australian/New Zealand
university through the AEC Program, remember that you also need to begin the

process of applying for your study loansin Canada. Therefore, both processes need
to commence as early aspossible.

o Information on applying for entry to the Australian/New Zealand university is at
www.mystudyaustr alia.com/StudyinAustralia/degree.htm - follow theinstructions
about downloading application forms from the univer sity specific web site, complete
formsand mail in with all required documentstothe AEC in Ft Lauderdale. If in
doubt, phone 1-800-565-9553 or 1-954-680-0453.

o If you would normally qualify for Canadian loans, no one can ensure that you get
moreor lessfunding! You will receive whatever funding you are normally entitled
to. Therefore, whether you apply direct or through a program or a manager, you
will be generally entitled to the same amount of loans. All overseas schools
(universities) are awar e that they need to include an approximate ‘living costs
amount in any invoicing materialsthat you will requirefor your student loans
program. These processes ar e explained to you by the AEC asyou go through the
process of applying for admission).
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| nfor mation about Canadian Student L oans

Currently Canadian Students wanting to undertake their degrees abroad are able to access
aid through funding programsthat are administered through Commonwealth, State or
Provincial funding programs.

Thereareloans and grants available through the Canada Student L oans Program,
commonly referred to asthe CSLP. The CSLP isajoint undertaking of the Federal,
Provincial and Territory governmentsin Canada with nineterritoriesand provinces
participating in the scheme. The exceptions are Quebec, the Northwest Territoriesand
Nunavut who operatetheir own Student Assistance Programs and have other
arrangements with the Gover nment of Canada to administer such financial aid to student
programs.

The provincesand territoriesin Canadathat do administer the CSLP arethe organizations
that determine a student’s éligibility, assess need based on thefederal guidelines and then
award aid by issuing a L oan Certificate (of eigibility).

Once a Canadian student beginsthe process of application for loan/aid through the CSLP
or other agency, the AEC will arrangefor the Australian/New Zealand university to
provide verification of enrolment at the university and provide any other detailsrequired
to complete your loan process. It istherefore, important that once you have received
general information about your financial aid digibility, you then immediately ensure that
you apply for admission to the Australian or New Zealand university. Again, remember

that the AEC Program does not charge you any additional feesto undertake your
admission process and assist you through from point of application right through to arrival

and beyond in Australia/New Zealand —thisis, because under negotiated arrangements
with the Australian and New Zealand partner universities, it isthe Australian/New

Zealand university that paysthe AEC Program administrative fees for management
applications.

Organizationsthat will provide you general information on both government and private
financial assistance for Canadian students:
http://www.canlear n.ca/cgi-bin/gateway/canlear n/en/home.asp

You should also read thefollowing link to the National Student L oans Service Centre
(NSL SC) which providesinformation about Integrated Student L oans.
http://www.canlear n.ca/en/shar ed/pay/school/gov_stu_loans/what ndlsc.shtml

Private student loans are also administer ed by the following or ganization
http://www.inter nationalstudentloan.com/canhelp/


http://www.canlearn.ca/cgi-bin/gateway/canlearn/en/home.asp
http://www.canlearn.ca/en/shared/pay/school/gov_stu_loans/what_nslsc.shtml
http://www.internationalstudentloan.com/canhelp/
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Please be awarethat the AEC hasno direct linksto the above or ganizations other than

investigating possibilitiesfor your government funding through Canadian Gover nment
Sour ces.
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How do | get started? When do | apply for Financial Aid?

It isimportant you understand the STEPS you need to follow in order to get to the point of
admission to an over seas university and obtaining USfinancial aid.

STEP ONE: Check ALL YOUR Study and Loan Options

o Talk totheorganizationslisted on Page 3 of thisdocument. (Note: for the purpose of
degree programs, the AEC worksonly with accredited foreign schoolsin Australia
and New Zealand.)

0 Prepareabudget. All foreign schools have differing tuition rates and living costs
based on thecity they arelocated in. For example, major capital citieswill possibly
be mor e expensive than a smaller city in terms of living costs. Nevertheless, of vital
importanceisthat you choose a university that truly meets your needs. Whilst prices
on university web sitesfor tuition and approximate living costs arein local
currencies, it is easy enough to check current rates of exchange and figure out the
approximate cost of your study overseas. You may be surprised that often the
overall cost of studying at a university in Australia or New Zealand (when you add
tuition, medical and living coststogether) is cheaper than the cost of studying at
comparable universitiesin other countries You need to also include the cost of your
international airfareto your budget and any incidentals. (If you areintending to
work part time whilst abroad then you need to consider thisin the context of your
budget. Australiaand New Zealand do allow optionsfor international studentsto
work up to 20 hrsper week whilst studying and full time during the term breaks
and holidays. Employment is not restricted to campus.)

o Consider which university in Australia meetsyour needsin termsof:
e Degreeon offer
e Location
e Cost of study
e Overall living costs
I nformation about universitiesis at:
www.mystudyaustr alia.com/StudyinAustralia/degr ee.htm
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STEP TWO: APPLY for entry to your study program

Usually, you cannot proceed to apply for your financial aid without knowing which
Australian/New Zealand university will admit you and what the overall cost of your study
are Your financial aid paperwork will requireyou to list your cost.

The process of admission to an Australian/New Zealand university isquitesimple.

0 Read the university’ information at:
www.mystudyaustralia.com/StudyinAustralia/degr ee.htm

o Download the university specific application(s) for the universitiesthat interest you.

o Completetheapplication formsand return to the AEC with theinfor mation
requested in the application(s). Applications and supporting documentation must
be sent to:

Australian Education Connection (AEC)
5722 S. Flamingo Road #303
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33330

(Thereisno fee payableto the AEC for your admission asthe AEC actsasthe
university’soutpost in North America for North American students. You must
however, pay the university’s application fees which are non-refundable and a $100
tuition deposit to the AEC which is essentially a tuition deposit which will be sent to
the university after you commence your studies. It ishowever, non-refundable if the
AEC getsyou your admission and you don’t go. This safeguardsthe integrity of our
program and ensuresthat our timeisnot taken up processing applicationsthat are
not genuine. If you are not offered admission, the $100 tuition deposit is fully refunded
to you.)

STEP THREE: You are offered admission and now need to apply for your loan/
aid

So you have an offer of admission from an Australian/New Zealand university through the
AEC Program.

First

o If you have multiple offers, decide WHICH dffer you want to accept.


http://www.mystudyaustralia.com/StudyinAustralia/degree.htm

Australian
Education
Connection

©

Page /.

0 Return thesigned acceptanceletter for the university tothe AEC along with a cover
letter stating that you areintending to apply for your aid so we keep thingson the
back burner whilst we assist you through any documentation that you requireto
complete your financial aid processes. (Note: most universitiesrequire one
semester’ stuition feesupfront in order to release visa documentation. However,
universitiesthat are aware that the student is going through financial aid process,
will work out special arrangements so that they wait until the majority of loan/aid
fundsaredisbursed.) The AEC will assist through all these arrangements.

Second
0 You check out your digibility for student loansand financial aid through contact
with the organizationslisted on Page 2. (Hopefully you checked into basic
information prior to applying to the over seas univer sity!)
Apply for your financial aid/loans.
STEP FOUR: Now | have completed my financial aid/loan processes —what

next?!

The AEC will now work out all arrangementsto finalize your processing in consultation
with the overseas Australian or New Zealand university and get you on your way!
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Thingsto remember about financial aid/locans once you ar e abroad

You must check therequirementslisted on your student loan/financial aid documents
and/or check onlinewith the sour ce providers about specificsrelated to your aid.
Generally, financial aid/loan arrangementsrequireyou to:

0 Maintain your full time status at your foreign school —in other words, make sure
you maintain your enrolment.

o Ensurethat you do not breach any aspect of your international student visa status
becauseif you jeopardize your studies and haveto return back toyour home
country, you will still have your loan burden to pay. (Tuition feesare not refundable
for the semester once you begin your classesfor that semester, except for
exceptional circumstances—these arelisted on individual university web sites.) So, it
isyour responsibility to ensureyou meet all requirementsto maintain your
inter national student status at the foreign school.

0 Maintain your gradesat the foreign school so you do not jeopardize your financial
aid/loans.

o Ensurethat you complete any documentation required of you to continuereceiving
financial aid/loansfor the duration of your degree program whilst over seas.

Now that you have made the decision to go abroad, we at the AEC look forward to assisting
you with your application for admission to an Australian/New Zealand university! We also
look forward to assisting you with financial aid, housing, visa and travel arrangements!

www.mystudyaustr alia.com
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